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For base guantet

Zachary W. Bush (2015)

y goal with Color Swatches was to write a bass quartet that uses many

different “colors” of the bass. Each movement focuses on a specific color that

I wanted to explore. The first movement uses only natural harmonics of the
bass, the second movement explores various percussive elements of the bass, the third
movement is based largely on glissandi, and the fourth movement is based on bow
techniques and the Fibonacci sequence.

Because of the colorful, exploratory nature of this work, it includes many extended
techniques and instructions. These instructions are explained in the Performance Notes
on the following pages.
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Performance Hotes

Movement I: This movement only uses natural harmonics of the bass. Harmonics and
open strings are marked by the symbol “0.” The first section uses time (seconds) to keep
the beat instead of a tempo/time signature. The seconds are clearly marked by x” above
each section. Every player reads off of the score so it is easier to see when events
happen.

Movement II: This movement uses many extended techniques, including snap
pizzicato. Written instructions are detailed below:

“HO” — Hammer on, occurs every time there is a slur

“Tap on front of bass” — Flatten fingers for tapping, no individual finger tapping
“Slap strings bluegrass style” — Slap the lower two strings with R.H.

“Slap back of bass” — Use L.H. to slap the back of your bass

“With Pick” — Strum with the pick right next to the stopped L.H. note

“Pick up drumsticks to play on Player 1’s bass” — Player 2 sets bass down and picks up
drumsticks for the next section

“Hit front of bass near the bridge with the bottom of your fist” — Make a fist with your
R.H., turn the fist so your palm is facing you and hit the bass with the bottom of your
tist near the bridge

“Drumsticks (Player 2)” — Player 1 stops the notes and Player 2 hits the strings with
drumsticks

“Press large superball mallet between the G and D strings and slide once” — This
technique usually works best if you start closer to the scroll and slide down. Sliding the
mallet in this manner should create a whale-like sound

“Short rubs with a smaller superball mallet on back of bass ad lib.” ~-With a small
superball mallet, perform short, aggressive rubs across the back of the bass. Player 2
does not need to pick the bass up for the rest of the movement

“Wiggle a bass mute towards and away from the audience” — Grab the bass mute
attached below the bridge and wiggle it horizontally as fast as possible

“Longer rubs with a smaller superball mallet on front of bass ad lib.” — With a small
superball mallet, perform long strokes on the front of the bass ad lib.

“Roll” — start the roll slow and speed up over the course of the measure



Movement III: For the most part, bow freely while maintaining a legato sound.
Glissandi should always be performed within the same bow. The seagull effect can be
performed ad lib. or as written.

The “notes of third beat” instruction show what notes are played on beat 3. This is to
facilitate note distribution if players do or do not have extensions. If a player does not
have an extension, they should play the “D” up an octave and should not glissando to
the next note.

As in the first movement, the symbol “0” means harmonic or open string.

In the fourth part, there is one extension “C” that can be played by any one member.
The ending does not need to be rhythmically precise, its purpose is to end the
movement with a flourish. All of those notes are harmonics played on the E string.

Movement IV: In this movement, there is some ponticello and col legno and those are
clearly marked when they occur. The eighth note stays constant during the 3/8 time
signature changes. At the end, tap the bass with flat fingers before the snap pizzicato.

Questions, comments, or concerns?
Email me at zacharywarrenmusic@gmail.com
Or visit my website at zacharywarrenmusic.com



Score

CoLoe SWATCHES

for bass quartet

movement | Zachary Bush (2015)
20"
@ 8B @s ¥  ad¥ @3 w3 wd
. BT | B S S - S-S
D \ o o ok ok o e ok
Double Bass I |-=¢ & } } } } } } }
| mp
|
|
Double Bass II [F2) 1 y
T AN
| [}
|
|
l
0 T
Double Bass III e B ;
i I (pizz.)
let r(l)ng 0 | 0p 0o o o sim., ad.lib
® ® i il il il el il
P ¢ ireeeeeereeprereer srerererererecer
Double Bass IV =) |
pizz on seconds 1and 5 R e S ——
@7777_;5 777777 1@07731 ~- 9 Subdued (J=c.108)"y" o
/' . ; — @ T I, - o o -
D.B.1 7 | —& | — —& ¢
| | |
normale ! f ! ! pP— —
sul tasto_ - " _ Lsul pont. !
) HtO\Hv_):#:—Lﬂ;—}: HS Hg HS
O T
DB.II |- S O N I S = =
ANV T r <1 T € T € T € T
oJ P—— sz P l I I P
| | |
~ : arco, o : o o
D.B. III P4 ‘ ,\:@ #0—}; ﬂé‘ S —
| | |
o 1 P TS g P
- I | o .
) = I | — —
0 T T T
DB.IV |=F = ; & 7 ¢ ¢ = =

©2015 Zachary W. Bush, ASCAP



G.P.

[/ & §
[V | &
3

]

Ho Y E==

o ¢l 1 o LD =

© e

o
e

£
arco
o
O
S
o
o
S

=Hoelll

— 3

[ £

E2 du

CoLoR SWATCHES, Mvt. I - Score - pg. 2
e

—_— f —| gliss, repeat ad. lib
to ®

2 du

L2

rax
¢):
7
(S
y 4
[{an

7
\ -
]
3
0
-
o o
o
>
\ \
0
= o e
] ]
\ \
arco
o f<
©
5
0
000000H025
o
subp<f >%
pp

]
el Ak \ | OAL z°0 ll ol|
)y ﬁ ul o .u\\
N ~ R [ 118
w ﬁ uu. ° o M\l = ol
oelll ol
i ol
o
'Yl
IMJ ' A MY CQlll [ 18
s I 1| = oelll 'Yl i
A ; E ol
ol g o el N 7 e
( ™ Boelll o el]l
© M P o~
. | ° o] 3 o)
o of]
i~ © H.w\\
© e/ 1 ~t o
\
W. ~t ] ] = OA.P\\‘
~t A
> ol et - SIS
& NEl: | ou: Cl|le e ¢ X A.Ao
AN TN NG N & \ N NG N B

D.B.I
D.B.II
D.B.III

D.B.IV
D.B.1
D.B.1I
D.B.III
D.B. 1V
D.B.1
D.B.1I
D.B.III

D.B. 1V



CoLoR SWATCHES, Mvt. I - Score - pg. 3

va(part 1 only)
7777777777777777 5l' 777777777 8 Y 13"
_ ‘0,000000000
DB.1 [*F v =
5 o —
'
9 rp
D.B.1I A%
ANV
oJ
III
0
D.B.III @ 7 —Z
o
m rpe
Ag® © 00 0 00® 000
DB.IV |4 y ‘¥ é - =
-\Q) ' P oJ
pp
g MY
D.B.1 @ - P °
o
Jp _— N
A mY
9 _—e
D.B.1I @ P ;.
3 =V
.—
D.B. III e D ;.
f]’ _— f,f
) - ~mY
DB.IV |#&= »)—}——o
~e)




Score

Movement II
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