Grade 1.5

m&yﬁour Miles
for concert band

Zachary Bush (2016)

© 2016 Zachary Warren Music, all rights reserved



Grade 1.5
= E:ff:j-*ﬁour Miles

for concert band

Zachary Bush (2016)

Fifty-Four Miles is about the march from Selma, Alabama to Montgomery, Alabama led by Martin Luther King Jr. in 1965. The march
was a peaceful protest against racial injustices concerning the registration of African-American voters in the South. The first attempt
to march from Selma to Montgomery ended in violence at the Edmund Pettus Bridge. The second attempt also ended at the
Edmund Pettus Bridge when Martin Luther King Jr. led the protesters back to Selma due to concerns about being ambushed or cut-
off from supplies. The third march was sanctioned by the government and the protesters successfully made the fifty-four mile

journey from Selma to Montgomery.

The first section of Fifty-Four Miles represents the hope and determination of the protesters. The middle section uses two descending
eighth note lines to signify the two times the protesters were forced to turn back at the bridge. The first descending line is
accompanied rhythmically because the first march ended violently and the second descending line has a static accompaniment to
signify the peaceful return to Selma. Finally, there is an ascending eight note line going into the final section which symbolizes the
successful march. The final section brings back the original theme to celebrate the success of the march. The original theme then

morphs into a “Freedom” chant that was sung by protesters during the march and finishes with a final statement of the original

theme.

Fifty-Four Miles was commissioned by Dr. Erik Johnson for the 2016 Middle School Outreach Ensemble at Colorado State University.

The world premier was conducted by Eli Cagen.

Instrumentation
Flute 1 Hornin F
Flute 2 Trombone
Oboe Euphonium
Bassoon Tuba
Clarinet in Bb 1 Timpani
Clarinet in Bb 2 Glockenspiel
Bass Clarinet Mallets

Alto Sax

Tenor Sax
Baritone Sax
Trumpetin Bb 1

Trumpet in Bb

Marimba and/or Xylophone

Percussion 1
Bass Drum, Snare Drum

Percussion 2
Crash Cymbeals, Triangle,
Slapstick, Woodblock, Tambourine
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