
Grade 4 

©2018 Zachary Warren Music, ASCAP 

 
 
 

Fifty-Four Miles 
 

for concert band 
 
 
 

Zachary Bush (2016, rev. 2017-2018) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  



Grade 4 

©2018 Zachary Warren Music, ASCAP 

 
Fifty-Four Miles 

 
for concert band 

 
Zachary Bush (2016, rev 2017-18) 

 
 
 
 
 

ifty-Four Miles is about the three protest marches from Selma, Alabama to Montgomery, Alabama. These marches 
were organized by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to raise awareness of the south’s resistance to the Civil Rights Act. 
Southern states such as Alabama discriminated against black voters trying to register and as a result only about 

2% of eligible black voters managed to complete voter registration. These marches helped call national attention to this 
issue and ultimately paved the way for more eligible black voters to successfully register.  
 
 
The general feel of this piece is a march, to reflect the protest marches. In the middle section, there are two descending 
scales that represent the first two attempts to march to Montgomery. The first attempt was met with chaos and violence 
which resulted in injuries and casualties. The second attempt ended with the protesters peacefully turning back, because 
Dr. King felt the state troopers were trying to trap the protesters. Finally, going into the recapitulation section, there is an 
ascending scale to symbolize the success and subsequent fifty-four mile march to Montgomery. The end section features a 
song transcribed from a field recording of the protestors singing “freedom.” 
 
 
Fifty-Four Miles was originally commissioned as a grade 1.5 piece by Dr. Erik Johnson, program director for the 2016 
Middle School Outreach Ensemble at Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado. This work was revised as a grade 
4 piece in late 2017/early 2018 for a commission from Dr. Erik Johnson for the Santa Rosa Junior College Symphonic Band, 
Dr. Jerome Fleg, Conductor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instrumentation 
Piccolo 
Flute        
Oboe 
Clarinet in Bb 1-2 
Bass Clarinet 
Bassoon 
Alto Sax 
Tenor Sax 1-2 
Baritone Sax 
Trumpet in Bb 1-2 
Horn in F 1-2 

Trombone 1-2 
Trombone 3 
Euphonium 
Tuba 
Timpani 
Glockenspiel 
Mallets (Marimba, Xylophone) 
Percussion 1 
         Snare Drum, Bass Drum 

Percussion 2 
          Crash Cymbals, Triangle, Slapstick, Woodblock, Tambourine 
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Trombone 3
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Tuba

Timpani

Glockenspiel

Mallets
(Marimba,

Xylophone)

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum,

Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Crash Cymbals, 

Triangle,
High/Low 

Woodblock,
Tambourine)
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© 2018 Zachary Warren Music, all rights reserved

Transposed Score
Commissioned by Dr. Erik Johnson for the Santa Rosa Junior 

College Symphonic Band, Dr. Jerome Fleg, Conductor
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